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Share Jesus
Wherever You

Go
Sargez and his wife knew that persecution was likely to occur 
someday. After all, he was leading a Christian church in 
Tehran. That church was growing. It was changing lives for 
the better and it was making a difference for good. 

Indeed “that day” came. Sargez received a call from a member 
of the church who worked for the government authorities.  
“I have seen the papers, Pastor!” the caller warned. “They will 
be coming to arrest you.” With that “heads up,” Sargez knew 
he had to move quickly. There were tasks to accomplish for the 
good of the church. He had to notify his ministry colleagues 
as to what to do in his absence. This included how to best 
convey to the members why he needed to leave. It was for 
their sake as well as his.

And there was his family. His wife and daughters. Threats had 
occurred before. This was different. They packed what they 
could and left Iran. Soon they were safely in Armenia at the 
church of a ministry friend. His wife and daughters would 
be safe here, as would he. He immediately was asked to serve 
the church where his friend was the minister and where he 
and his family found sanctuary. Sargez became the associate 
pastor. He and his wife were there for nearly two years.

Later, on a ministry visit to Germany, Sargez was made aware 
of a body of believers in the German city he was visiting. This 
band of Christians was made up of immigrants from Iran who 
had migrated to Germany. Sargez believed, as did the church 
members, that God had called him to lead this church. 

Sargez stayed and was only recently reunited with his family, as 
his wife and children were able to relocate legally to Germany 
with him. 

We have shared some of Sargez’ story with you before. It 
continues to unfold as he continues to follow God’s leading. 
Wherever he is directed he is preaching the Word and sharing 
Jesus with those with whom he encounters and engages.

Many students and graduates of TCM have been the victims 
of persecution. They recognize it as a part of life. A part of 
life they have come to anticipate. They share with us that it 
makes their faith stronger and their testimony that much 
more inviting to those they meet along the way.

These accounts of our students remind me of the Book of 
Acts. “On that day a great persecution broke out against the 
church at Jerusalem and all except the apostles were scattered 
throughout Judea and Samaria” (Acts 8:1). “Those who had 
been scattered preached the word wherever they went” (Acts 
8:4 NIV). 

I think of the scriptures above often. I have used them in 
sermons, Bible lessons, and even conversations with believers 
and non-believers alike. They tell us so much about the first 
century church. It illustrates the passion and convictions that 
were adhered to when circumstances caused them to flee. 
They did not lose their faith in God. Instead they spread the 
Good News as they went.

Remember the words of Jesus in Acts 1:8; “But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.”

By David Wright
Vice President of  Ministry Services
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It’s easy to 
pigeon-hole 
the definition 
of “ministry” 
to be a pastor 
of a church 

or church planter.  But the fact is, the Lord can use any 
opportunity to minister to others. The more we can take our 
“ministry” outside the walls of the church building and into 
the daily lives of those around us, the more we will become the 
“ministers” God has called us to be. 

Each year at graduation I am surprised to see the range of 
ministries and life callings God has given to our graduates 
working across the globe.  I was perhaps most intrigued this 
year by the story of a Latvian man named Zigmars whom I 
first encountered when picking him up from the train station 
to arrive at Haus Edelweiss for graduation.  

Zigmars serves as a chaplain for the Latvian army.  This 
brings him in close contact with many men serving in the 
military and allows him to share the gospel in a way that 
no one outside of the military can. As a soldier himself, he  
has a large level of trust and can speak to the other soldiers 
on their level about spiritual matters when the soldiers need 
it most. 

He then began telling me about his passion for riding 
motorcycles.  This has led him to become the president of 
the Christian Motorcyclist Association in Latvia. Each year 
he coordinates different rides and get-togethers for men and 

women who 
share in his 
passion for 
motorcycles, 
providing him 
with another “vehicle” for the gospel.   Later that weekend, 
I found out that another favorite hobby of Zigmars is magic, 
and in his words, “gospel magic.”  Through different tricks and 
magic shows, Zigmars has found a creative way to share the 
gospel with those around him, using the talents and passions 
that the Lord has given him.  

He mentions that it’s so important to be aware of your 
passions, listen to the advice of other Christians, and ask the 
Lord how we can best be used.  This is a way to discover God’s 
calling in your life. Zigmars says that when you think about 
all the different talents and passions of the Lord’s people in the 
church, the opportunities for ministries are endless!  

TCM is so pleased to have our first two students from Latvia 
graduate this year.  This is just another example of how God 
is expanding the work of TCM into more nations that need 
the saving message of Jesus Christ.  Please pray for Zigmars 
and our other Latvian students who are working to bring the 
gospel to the people of Latvia. Zigmars mentions that there 
are many challenges to ministry work in Latvia.   We know 
that disciple making takes time. We all want to see quick 
results, but we must be faithful to the task in order for the life 
transformation of the gospel to take deep root in the believers 
in Latvia so that more people can become multiplying disciple 
makers for the Kingdom.  
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A FIRST: GRADUATES FROM LATVIA
by Tom Sears

Director of Global Outreach
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Those statements are part of their stories they shared when speaking 
at the 2018 Graduation 24th Celebration of Disciple Making on 
April 29. Coming from Europe, Central Asia, and Africa they 
represented the 46 graduates, sharing how their TCM education 
has impacted their lives and ministries.

God invited Marge on an unexpected journey when she began 
studying at TCM. While she did receive an education she also knew 
it to be a journey of growth as her relationship with God changed 
through scriptures studied, devotions read, and assignments 
completed. As a child she had dreamed of becoming a teacher but 
had put that aside after working in a financial institution for over 
10 years. Through her studies she discovered God’s deep love for 
children and He showed her how to love them too. Today she is not 
afraid to share the gospel as she teaches math and disciples a group 
of teenagers, sharing with them that Jesus is the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life.

Clinton always wanted to be a teacher of the Word, but knew he 
needed to know how to study and write at a higher level. What 
began as a dream, through prayer became a clear response from 
God when he began his studies at TCM. He is equipped to be a 
better preacher and a better husband and father too. Understanding 
and practicing rest and renewal have become part of his lifestyle, 
making him more effective in all aspects of life. Observing his 
peers at Haus Edelweiss as they served by drying dishes has caused 
him to become not only a leader but a servant leader.  His long 
drawn out sermons have become briefer, to the point, and more 
impactful, drawing more people to love Jesus.

When Pavel became discouraged in his studies, God used  
2 Timothy 2:2 to show him that his time of study at TCM was 
needed to expand his ministry beyond his church, his culture, and 

his country. As if he were speaking to Pavel instead of Timothy, 
Paul’s words “and what you have heard from me in the presence of 
many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach 
others also” are alive in Pavel as he passes on to others what he has 
learned.  He knows that his Master of Arts degree is not an end, but 
part of a learning lifestyle as he continues to learn and share the 
Good News of Jesus.

 “I’m not supposed to be here” was Sergei’s opening statement. 
Growing up in an unhealthy environment, he met TCM through 
other students who led him out of his earlier lifestyle, mentoring 
and discipling him. Becoming a TCM student and being with other 
students was a real blessing, a real challenge, and a real opportunity 
to see how God is working in the world. Today he is part of God’s 
work in the world as he serves vulnerable families and trafficked 
women and children, making a difference in his nation and in 
God’s Kingdom.

Forty-six disciple makers from fifteen nations – effective Christian 
leaders sharing Jesus, impacting their churches, cultures, countries, 
and beyond. 

THOUGHTS AND GRATITUDE 
FROM A 2016 GRADUATE

“I learned to share the gospel without fear.”

“What began as a dream, through prayer 
became a clear response from God.”

“My degree is not the end.”

“I’m not supposed to be here.”

2018 GRADUATES SHARE THEIR THOUGHTS
By Debbie Poer

Director of International Services

In Memory Of:   Donor: 

Cloyd and Evelyn Arntzen  Myra Lo Arntzen
Roy Chamberlain   Marcella Chamberlain
Edward Hurlow   Norma Schneider
Dimi Kirk   Dick and Ruth Brown
Doris Kuelzer   Ed Kuelzer
Doris Kuelzer   Craig and Donna Nichols
Doris Kuelzer   M. E. Walker
Doris Kuelzer   Sandusky Avenue
          Christian Church 
William “Bill” Lhota  Susan Lhota
Tom Morris, Sr.   Carol Morris

In Memory Of:   Donor:

Carol Ann Olsen   Steve and Joan Winter
Edward Spencer   Dirck Spencer
Henry Webb   Delano and Winifred Schanie

In Recognition Of:  Donor: 
   
Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Greer Gene and Shirley Wigginton
Fred Hansen   Paul and Mary Boatman
Dr. and Mrs. David Storie  Gene and Shirley Wigginton
Dr. and Mrs. Brent Welch  Gene and Shirley Wigginton
Gene and Shirely Wigginton’s  First Christian Church,
     ministry        Johnson City, Tennessee

COMMEMORATIVE GIVING



Here is a portion of her email:

“First of all, I want to thank you for the mail, news, and updates. They give more reasons to  
pray and give thanks/praise Him. It is always a blessing, a joy, and a privilege to read  
and stay connected with TCM. I am amazed to see and hear how God is working. I have been 
blessed at TCM and graced not only to study but win real relationships and to see how God is  
working with, in, and through me during my studies (and still works with the same power).  
I have nice and amazing memories about and during my years of studies. I want to assure you  
that not even a day goes by without my praying for TCM, for Haus Edelweiss, and for the staff.  
I am praying every single day and fasting weekly also. I am happy and blessed to stay updated  
with TCM through mail, the TCM Facebook page, the Prayer Channel, and the Institute  
official website, as well as mail from the staff and teachers I met while a student. Every time I  
view the Prayer Channel I am amazed; and I praise God for His work and how, for example, 
every graduation has students from all the earth. This shows me again that the Great Commission  
is still active. TCM had a great impact on me not only as a person but also in my ministry  
and in my personal relationship with God. It has a special and unique place in my heart - it’s  
part of me and I really love you all. If I were to talk about TCM and how God transformed me  
I would need all of my life. I miss the student life, the campus and session atmosphere - everything. 
Meanwhile, I am helping TCM by promoting the Institute. I have friends I meet with, talking  
with them about TCM, answering their questions, and helping them to become students.  
May God bless you and the whole TCM Ministry! May He continue His work with, in, and through 
TCM and through each student, staff member, teacher, and partner!” 

                                                         Melitta, TCM Graduate from Romania

By Debbie Poer
Director of International Services
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TCM students and graduates are among those who receive print publications and electronic news from TCM. Recently after 
receiving an update from us a TCM graduate shared her thoughts and gratitude.

THOUGHTS AND GRATITUDE 
FROM A 2016 GRADUATE

Haus Edelweiss 

Session 6 - August 2 - 8 
History of Christian Theology 1  Oti Bunaciu 
Servant Leadership    Rick Justice 
Christian Ethics    Meego Remmel
Discipleship    David Roadcup
Introduction to Christian Education  Myron Williams

Session 7 - September 6 - 12
Current Issues in Theology   Oti Bunaciu 
Homiletics    Leonid Mikhovich 
Research Methods    Andry Puzynin
Leadership Development in Ministry  Jozsef Steiner
Evangelism

Session 8 - September 27 - October 3 
Leadership and Management   Rick Justice
Old Testament Preaching and Teaching  Konstantin Nazarov 
Hermeneutics    Andrey Puzynin
Theology and Practice of Ministry  Scott Walt
Seminar for Graduates   TBD

 

In-Country 

July 
Theology and Practice of Worship Dennis Martin, Belarus 
Small Groups Ministry Teresa Welch, Hungary 
Old Testament Preaching and Teaching Daniel Maris, Moldova 

August
Hermeneutics Mark Moore, Belarus 
Old Testament Preaching and Teaching Konstantin Nazarov,  Central Asia 

September 
Introduction to the Old Testament Konstantin Nazarov, Armenia 
History of Christian Theology 1 Oti Bunaciu, Central Asia
Mission Theology   
 Joseph Howard, Turkey

October
The Missional Church  
 Evgeniy Siniy, Moldova
Advanced Homiletics  
 Leonid Mikhovich, Russia
Marriage and Family Life Jim Buckley 
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TCMI Institute Classes



Nearly twenty years ago in my academic studies, I was very 
interested in the role Christianity played on the macro political 
changes the world saw with the collapse of communism in 
Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union.  At that time, 
I did not envision that nearly twenty years later, I would be 
sitting in a dining room in Heiligenkreuz, Austria full of 
Christian leaders, many of whom had lived the experiences 
I simply studied academically.  My week of field research at 
Haus Edelweiss confirmed that my academic research interest 
from years before was supportable – Jesus Christ matters and 
changes lives!  

I am the newbie on staff at TCM with a tenure of four months, 
and I had my first experience at Haus Edelweiss in late May/
early June.  The weather was perfect, the roses were blooming 
and bright with color, the morning air was crisp, and the 
campus was alive with students, volunteers, faculty, and staff.  
Conversations in the dining room were varied, stilted because 
of language differences, and at times loud.  But it was those 
conversations that captured my soul.  Here are just a few that I 
carry with me:

• The young man Ivan from Belarus, the only Christian in his 
family, who spoke at length with me about how his entire 
generation is leaving Belarus for the West.  He shared that 
he, too, had left for a time, spending time in the States before 
deciding that as an immigrant in the States, he would have 
no influence, but as a young Christian man in Belarus, he 
could impact countless lives in his country with the gospel.  
So he has committed to stay to minister to his people.  

• The older gentleman Zolton from Serbia who lived through 
the Bosnian war and the devastation it caused but who 
now leads a thriving church that ministers to hundreds of 
people, many of whom were on opposing sides in that war.  

• Vaclav from Czech Republic who hosts a weekly community 
gathering at his church where Syrian refugees and Czech 

nationals begin to break down the hostilities between 
themselves and find common ground.  

• The brothers from Uzbekistan who know the political 
environment in their country is not welcoming of 
Christians but who are being trained to be more effective at 
making disciples in their country.  

I came away from my brief time at Haus Edelweiss confirmed 
that my academic interest many years ago was supportable. 
Jesus Christ changes individuals who then change families who 
then change communities which then change countries which 
then change the world.  And I came away so thankful that I 
get to be part of this ministry that is dedicated to equipping 
these Christian leaders to be more effective leaders of disciple-
making movements impacting their churches, cultures, and 
countries for Christ.  Thank you for supporting this ministry 
with your prayers, time, and finances.  Above all, praise our 
Lord that He works through His followers worldwide to bring 
more and more people to Him! 

Publication of TCM International Institute, Inc., 6337 Hollister Drive, PO Box 
24560, Indianapolis IN  46224.

TCM is incorporated in the State of Indiana as a not-for-profit organization 
approved by the U.S. Internal Revenue Service to issue tax-deductible 
receipts for gifts for ministry in Europe and Central Asia.

A current financial report or a full audit report is available upon request.

Board of Directors:  Fred Brasher,  Shawn Hitchcock,  Toni McEwan, Mark 
Miller,  Jake Stamper, and Tony Twist.

Publisher:    Edelweiss Publishing
Tony Twist, President
Editor: David Wright, Vice President of Ministry Services
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Thank you for supporting this ministry with your 
prayers, time, and finances.  Above all, praise 
our Lord that He works through His followers 

worldwide to bring more and more people to Him!

By Megan Herring
Executive Assistant to the President

MAILING ADDRESS:

TCM International Institute, Inc. 
PO Box 24560
Indianapolis IN  46224

Phone:  (317)299-0333
E-mail:  tcm@tcmi.org;
Web Site: www.tcmi.org

REFLECTIONS . . .



64%

Intentions
$1,600,000

Goal
$2.500,000

GREAT COMMISSION INITIATIVE CAMPAIGN

MORE THAN HALF-WAY. . .

We are about half way through our Engaging 
Every Nation Campaign and more than 
half of the way toward our financial goal!  
Because of your generous gift intentions 
to be given over the next three years, we 
currently have received $1.6 million worth 
of gift intentions  of a $2.5 million goal. 
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Will you help us close the gap?  
The stories you have read in this report are because people like you have joined with TCM and made this 
ministry possible.  Now, will you help TCM begin the journey to EVERY NATION?  We welcome donors 
at every level, and every gift will help raise up more leaders of disciple-making movements to impact 
their churches, cultures, and countries for Christ.  Will you prayerfully consider making a three-year gift  
intention or a one-time gift above your current giving? 

If you have questions or need more information about ways to give, contact David Wright or Tom Sears at 
317-299-0333 by e-mail (david@tcmi.org or tom@tcmi.org)

Gift Intentions Percent of Goal

Goal
$2,500,000

Partner with us to go DEEPER AND WIDER in 20 countries!
Some Ways to Give

Cash Gifts
Check, 
Credit Card, 
EFT, Online,
IRA Rollovers, or 
Donor advised funds.

    Non-Cash
        Gifts 

  Vehicles, coin collections, 
rare or fine art, Real 

Estate, etc.

   Stocks 
and Bonds

Charitable Annuities,
Privately held business stock

Gifts and gift intentions mailed to:
TCM Inernational Institute 
PO Box 24560
Indianapolis, IN 46224

Gifts can also be made online at:
www.tcmi.org/give 
or by phone at 317-299-0333

Intentions 
$1,600,000

64%
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FOLLOWING HIS LEAD

President,
TCM International Institute

www.tcmi.org

Our Lord Jesus called His earliest disciples, inviting them 
to “Come and follow me.”  Once they were fully trained, 
He sent them out as Great Commandment disciple makers.  
Following His Great Commission to “Go and make 
disciples of all the nations.”  

TCM has been doing this since its beginning over 60 years 
ago.  As TCM follows where God leads in 2018 and beyond, 
we are compelled to go into Every Nation, developing 
Christian leaders for significant service so that every nation 
will have effective leaders of disciple-making movements 
impacting their churches, cultures, and countries for Christ.  

Hand-in-hand with you and other partners around the 
world, TCM is following our Lord’s lead as we move deeper 
in areas where we currently work (Russia, Central and 
Eastern Europe) and wider as we engage areas which are 
new (Central Asia, Turkey, Africa, and the United States).  

And through our Global Expansion Model, we will continue 
to follow our Lord’s lead into Every Nation, grateful to be 
included in His family Commission.  God is on the move.  
Together let’s prayerfully seek to be in lockstep with Him 
as He advances His Kingdom throughout Every Nation on 
our shrinking planet.  

Yours gratefully in Him,
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